
Greetings all and welcome to a new financial year in the life of our Club. Again, we apologies 

for the long time between editions of our newsletter, but to be honest weõve struggled a bit 

to get some help in writing it and more to the point, coming up with newsworthy items if 

interest to our members. 

As this edition goes to print, the 2009 Annual General Meeting has been conducted and a 

new committee elected to help run the place for the next 12 monthsñmore on that in the 

Prezõs piece later, but we congratulate all those who have taken on the role and wish them 

well for the year ahead. A number of ònew facesó on the committee and the combination of 

some ònew bloodó and òold handsó augers well for Clubõs continued success. 

There is still no news on the issue of the Club moving location although there are strong 

rumours abounding that this might not now be of concern to us until about 2015 !!!! We 

will need to monitor this closely in the immediate sense because if this rumour has founda-

tion we will need to arrange some tender loving care to our clubhouse, in particular our 

toilets which do need some attention. 

It would appear that all the work that the previous committee undertook to re-establish 

flying training at our Club is finally bearing some fruit. Arrangements with Ballarat Aero Club 

have been successfully concluded and the paperwork to make this happen is currently sitting 

with CASA for approval. Nick Borley is the man who will be running the flying training 

òbusinessó and will be our instructor and he is keen to progress this now as quickly as possi-

ble so we can start flying training as soon as the weather moves into more favourable pat-

terns. We have a number of prospective students on a waiting list including some who have 

joined the Club in the hope of being our first students. Having this activity back in Club life 

will be a great kick start to us once again being an active and successful Flying Club. 

As members would be well aware, the previous committee took on the huge challenge of 

running a major raffle in an attempt to raise some funds for various things but mainly to as-

sist in the setup costs of establishing flying training. Ticket sales have been slower than 

hoped, we reckon a number of factors effect this, including the state of the global economy, 

and we have applied for and been granted an extension of the raffle draw date which is now 

5th December. This will give us a bit more time to òrustle upó a bit more business. If any of 

our members feel they can help in any way with this, please contact us ASAP.  It is pleasing 

though to say that as this newsletter goes to print we have covered the expense of the first 

prize and with the number of ticket books still òout thereó for sale, would fully expect this 

project to bring in a less than hoped but nonetheless gratifying profit. It may have been a 

bold move by our committee, but at least they òhad a goó and will reap some reward for 

their efforts. Well done !!! 
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Well, once again the Clubõs Annual General Meeting has been concluded. A really good turn out of 

members showing an interest in Club affairs with thanks to all those who came along and to those who 

couldnõt be here but sent in their apologies. Thanks also to those who put on a terrific BBQ lunch which 

was yummy and well catered for. It remains a bit of a mystery to the organizers of Club functions as to 

why we don't seem to be able to get accurate RSVPõs from our members, and therefore we struggle a 

bit with getting catering numbers right. We get a mixed bag of people who RSVP that they will attend 

and then don't, and those who don't RSVP and then turn up -  IS THIS YOU !!!!! Not to worry, the 

AGM went of well anyway.  

The main thing resulting from the AGM was the approved changes to the Clubõs constitution. The pro-

posed changes were circulated to members prior to the meeting and for those who couldnõt be there 

we can let you know that the changes as proposed were accepted by majority vote. 

The new committee for the next year is: 

President: Mike Leicester, Snr Vice President: Gerard Patton,  Jnr Vice President: Pete Magree, Secre-

tary: Cath Carrington, Treasurer: Cam Harris, and General Committee: Allan Janke, Martin Difesa and 

Peter Clark. 

On behalf of the Club, congrats to you all 

 

 

Hey all, Just a polite and final reminder that membership fees are due and payable as at 30/6/09. Following the 

distribution of this newsletter our membership databases and distribution lists will be updated so if you have-

nõt already done so, but want to continue your membership and receive regular club updates etc, youõll need 

to renew your membership for us. Also, remember that gate passes have also expired for those who have 

not renewed and the old ones will be confiscated from this point on. Note that the Club does not issue re-

minder notices or invoices for membership, however if you want one we can easily accommodate this for 

you. We really look forward to your ongoing support. Thanks. 

Membership 

Annual General Meeting 

Web Site: 
 

Hey Members ð We are now lucky enough to have a relatively new member who is 

an expert on managing our website. At last we can easily and regularly make ap-

propriate changes to our site so keep an eye on this. If you have any suggestions 

as to things we could include on our site, please let us know. Check us out at:  

www.pointcook.org  

(Thanks Allan !!!!!)  



 Prezõs Piece: 
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Howdy everyone, well looks like Iõve been recycled and back in òthe chairó again after a nice respite from the 

job. To be honest, I was a bit reluctant to get back into the job but despite some keen interest in all the other 

committee positions we couldn't find anyone to be the Prez. Gerard P was quite keen to have a go, but in the 

best interests of the Club decided not to due to the fact that he is away at sea for so much of the year.  

I strongly believe that I have moved into the job inheriting some great work done by the past committee, espe-

cially Pete the Prez, and that we are positioned to reap the benefits of their efforts, so my emphatic thanks are 

extended to them. 

We have this year I believe, a really good mix of fresh and enthusiastic faces and some òold handsó on the 

committee and that the combination of new ideas and the experience of those who have weathered the storm 

will make committee life challenging and enjoyable.  

Our major challenge this year will be to return the Club to shades of itõs vibrant past and to return the Cub to 

one which provides value and meaning for itõs members. This will be achieved in the main, by having a flying 

school component to our activities encouraging new members and creating aviation activity at the Club. We 

think we are nearly there in achieving this as Clarky said at the AGM. Despite many, many roadblocks thrown 

at us in the process, we seem to have successfully negotiated our way to the point where all is in place await-

ing CASA approvals.  

Iõm sorry if this is a bit long winded but I need to speak a little bit about operating a civilian Club on a military 

Base. As members are aware, Point Cook Base is, day by day, becoming more and more a return to a function-

ing military airfield and in general terms, civilians don't figure prominently in what is good for the future. Hav-

ing said that, we have a great working relationship with the RAAF and are regularly told we are welcome here. 

Sadly though, decisions about running the Base are not the sole province of the RAAF and behind the scenes 

there seems to be some uncertainty about who is responsible for what, all of which we are not involved in, but 

does ultimately have an effect on decisions relating to us. Bottom line is that operating this civilian Club in this 

environment brings with it quite a bit of regulatory control which would not be the case were we to be lo-

cated outside of a military Base. So we have to constantly ask ourselves - do we like being at Point Cook Air-

field - You betcha - are we prepared to battle through the beaurocracy - no choice really !!!!!!! 

Thatõs enough for now, more as time goes on.  

I look forward to working with everyone for the coming year and hereõs to some great outcomes (finally) 

All the best   -  Mike 

Still going really well with attending numbers on the increase, even despite the inclement weather  -  

pop on down and say gidday and catch up on all the gossip. From about 5pm till ?????? Our little mini 

raffle goes well, $2.00 ticket to get an hours flying in VH-WKB seems quite popular. We draw two 

winners each 4 weekly period and congrats to our first two winners, Lady Catherine and Martin Difesa. 

 

On the cold nights we get the fire going so itõs quite snug insideñhope to see you there. 
 

Friday Drinkies: 

New Members: 
We are delighted to welcome to our Club: 

Brenda Prager, Andrew Horn, Diana OõToole, Daniel Nordbrock, Hector Herekuiha, Paul and 

Nicole Holland, Stephen Green, Norm Williamson, Rachael Smith, Nick Borley, Eoin Smith, John 

Russell, Heiko Koenig, Jenny Jones, Peter Jolly, and welcome back Michael Prager.  

 

A very warm welcome to you all.  
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MOST IMPORTANT:  
 

As we keep reminding ourselves, the Point Cook Airfield is slowly returning to a more operational military air-

field and with that comes some ever increasing (or a return to) some rules and regulations with which we must 

comply. Two specific issues have been recently advised to us and we pass these on to members so we donõt run 

foul of The Man. 
 

Firstly -  the gate passes issued to PCFC members entitles the member access to the Point Cook Base and then 

to the Clubrooms only and/or to aircraft when off flying. Please note that the pass does not include access to 

anywhere else on the Base. 

Secondly, effective immediately, animals are not permitted on the Base at all, including having them confined 

within your vehicle. We believe that this might have already caught some members out, sorry about that but we 

have only just been told. 

 - and don't forget the stop sign and speeding rulesñas per a recent separate eMail advice sent to members !!!!! 

Rules, darn Rules !!!!!: 

Members will be well aware that since 

our last newsletter we tragically lost our 

dear friend and club secretary, Ken. Ken 

was an enthusiastic club member and his 

input to club life and his friendship will 

be greatly missed. It was most pleasing 

that on a recent Friday drinkies session 

many members attended and we raised 

a glass in Kenõs memory. Our then club 

President spoke in memory of Ken as 

did other club members. We have put 

up a dedication photo of Ken on the bar 

wall in recognition of his contribution to 

our Club. We were also extremely 

pleased to recently host Kenõs children 

and their Mum (see photo) on the ad-

vent of his birthday (12th August) as the 

kids wanted to remember their Dad at 

the place where he derived such enjoy-

ment and often had his kids visit. It was great to see the kids again and it is hoped they will visit us often into 

the future. 

 

Vale Ken Crisp:  

 

KEEP THE FOLLOWING DATES FREE IN YOUR DIARIES: 6TH SEPT AND 26TH OCT. A 

COUPLE OF INTERESTING INFORMATIVE EVENINGS BEING ARRANGED, ONE FROM 

THE BUREAU OF METEOROLOGY AND ANOTHER OF OUR FAMOUS CASA NIGHTS. SE-

PERATE EMAIL ADVICES WILL SHORTLY BE SENT TO MEMBERS WITH DETAILS.  


